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Presentation on Informal Fallacies 

This assignment focuses on collaborative learning and identifying common reasoning errors in 
everyday contexts. It is fine not to know them already, of course; the goal is to explain them in 
your own words and help others to recognize them, too. Choose one of the following. 

1. Ad Hominem: attacking the person instead of the argument. 
2. Straw Man: misrepresenting an opponent’s view to make it easier to attack. 
3. Begging the Question: assuming what needs to be proven; circular reasoning. 
4. False Dilemma: presenting only two options when more exist. 
5. Hasty Generalization: drawing a conclusion from a sample that is too small or 

unrepresentative. 
6. Slippery Slope: claiming without evidence that one small step will lead to extreme 

consequences. 
7. Appeal to Authority: relying on an authority figure’s opinion when the figure is not 

actually an expert. 
8. Appeal to Emotion: using fear, pity, or other emotions as a substitute for argument. 
9. Post Hoc (False Cause): assuming that because A happened before B, A caused B. 
10. Equivocation: shifting between different meanings of the same word within an 

argument. 
 
Grading Standards 

This assignment is 10% of your grade: 

1. Explanation of the Fallacy 4%: Define the fallacy in your own words. Avoid technical 
terms or textbook definition. Imagine someone who has never studied philosophy. 
Identify the reasoning mistake and explain why it undermines the argument. Capture the 
main idea. Be accurate (no major misconceptions). 

2. Example & Analysis 3%: Provide an original or well-chosen real-world example (e.g., 
from social media or the news). Explain how it illustrates the fallacy. Show the different 
parts to the fallacy (if applicable). Show how someone might correct it. 

3. Clarity, Organization, and Delivery 2%: Present the information clearly. Stay within 5 
minutes. Use simple language. 

4. Engagement & Preparedness 1%: Be prepared. Stay on topic. Respond to a question if 
asked. 
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Examples of student work (shared with permission): 
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